Border Cheviots are a small-framed breed
of sheep known for their vigor, mothering
ability, muscle and ease of fleshing. Along
with their size, the head is another unique
characteristic of the Border Chevior.

I. GENERAL APPEARANCE 25 POINTS

A APPEARANCE: Alert, active, stylish and symmetrical,
standing on modecate leg kength. The overall body
exhibies balance

B. SIZE: The preferred Cheviot is proportional in height
and Jength with lenpth equal to or exceeding the baighe
of the animal. The average Cheviot ram should weigh
appeoximately 200 pounds ar maruricy, The average
Cheviot ewe should weigh approzimately 150 pounds
at maturicy,

[I. BREED TYPE 25 POINTS
The beaury of the Cheviot head is one of the breeds distin.
guishing features, The Cheviot style, alermess and contrasting
colors set the breed apart from ochers.

A HEAD: Medium in length and broad with ample
width between the eyes. Straight with licde arch
berween the eves and noseri ks more serongly arched
in tams,

1. EARS: Medium in length, sharply erect, of
madium thickness, and placed on top of the
head. The ciccumference of the ears shoukd
give 1 curved appearance, rather than farand
open. From 1 side view, the ears should be
pointed slighely foeward.

2. EYES: Large, round, clear and alere, with
black pigmentation arcund the rim of the eye,

3. NOGE: Broad muxxled, with larpe nostils
forming a black “T" at the end of the nose.

4. MOUTH: Blak lipped with a strong,

deep jaw.

B. HAIR COVERING: Head eans, and legs well covered
with fine, shor, white hait. Bladk spots are accepeable
on the ears and poll. Bladk spots on any other part of
the body are cbjectionable. Brown hair on any par of
the body is HIGHLY objectionable,

C. HOOVES: Black in color.

ILSTRUCTURE 25 POINTS
Soundness is imperative in useful Cheviot sheep, Incorrectness
decreases the animal’s movement, prowth, repeoductive rate,
longerity, usefulness and wltimate value. Additionally, strocture
and soundness are highly inbetitable traits.
Cheviots should stand on large ciccumference of boos with
adequare size to the foot.

Structural soundness relates to the skeleton, Incorrectness in
one part of the skeleton wually is connected o incorrectnes
in other parts of the skelecon, For cample, uanlly post-legged
animals ate 1ko too seraight in their shoulder angle,

Ascas of Swuctural Correaness

FOREQUARTERS: Shoulder blades should be sec in
uniformly and smoothly to the rest of the body.
BACK: The back of Cheriot sheep should be szraight as
peasible from the top of the shoulder to the dock. A
slightly elevated shoulder in comparison to the hip is
acceptable, Additonally, dight slope of the hip from the
hook boaes to the pin bones & accepeable.
FRONT FEET:
Front View: Both feet should point forward and be
pespendicular o the body with straigheness from the
chest floor to the we.
Side View: Feet should be seraight from the dhest loor
through the knee and 1o the pastern. The angle of the
pastern should be approzimately 45 degrees. Less of an
angle allows for weak pastems and moce of 1n anghe
allows for extremne straightnes.
REAR FEET:
Side View: The back of the rear Jeg should be
pespendicular o the pin bones of the hip. Less angle
allows for post-lezged indmiduak. More ingle causes
sheep o be sickle-bocked.
Rear View: Leps should be square and perpendicular
to the coeners of the body with equal distance becween
begz at the hock and the toe.
MOVEMENT: Animals should maintiin the proper
comrectnes 1o the skekeoon both while stnding and
moving. Many times structural defects are not evident
until the animal moves about. It & then imporant to
assess structural correctness both while the Cheviot i
standing ind moving.
¥ o che begrraw and woener boveck s ailor, an ez bene anich oo four andd o isandnen
i thuap i “Fowt azed Lags” (Noeeh Cararal Ragiseal Emersicn Pubbcasion #301) by



IV. BODY 25 POINTS

A. NECK: Moderately bong, tim, and exhibiting
extensica, blending snoothly into shoulders, and
contnibuting to an overall balanced appearance. The
skin should be free of wrinkles or folds

B. SHOULDERS: Smoothly lad in from neck to back.
Tight at cop of the shoulder, also smooth at the point
of the shoulder.

C. CHEST, BRISKET AND HEART GIRTH: Chest
deep and moderately wide, but wim, with adequate

caprcity, and fieting smoochly into neck and shoulders,

Brisket also crim. Heart girch full, beoad and deep o
peomote bongeviey,

D. BACK (TOPLINE): long and level, no weaknes in
froot or behind the shoulder.

E. RIBS: Deep and well sprung with adequate cover.
Essential for vigor and ease of fleshing,

E. LOIN: Long, wide, deep, and well covered.

G. HINDQUARTERS: Hip broader than shoulders.
Rump wide, loag and leve cut to the dock. Leg
heavily muscled.

H.UNDERLINE: Level and as parallel to the topline as
possible. Flanks deep and full.

[. FLEECE: Chalky white in color, uniform cimp with
blunt ends: aple is definite. Covers the body
completely from behind the poll and ears to dighdy
above the knees and hocks, including the belly.

Wool Grade:

1/4 w0 3/8 blood combing

{48¢ 1o S8 or 33 o 27 microns)
Weight of Heece:

Rams, 8 to 14 pounds,

Ewes, 6 w 10 pounds.
Fleece Characteristics highly cbjectionable
but not disqualifying:

A. Black, brown or prey spotsin the fleece

B. Hiiry beiech

C. Kemp through the fleece

D. Shioy feece

J. TESTICLES (RAMS): Uniform and adequate size for
ige, and well descended from body, Free from any
abnormalities. Scrotum free from any split

K TEATS (EWES:: Two well placad teats of moderate
length, free from any ibnormalities.

V. HIGHLY OBJECTIONABLE

CHARACTERISTICS

1. Poor breed type

2, Scurs

3. Barebelly

4. High shoulders

S. Pink or white hooves

6 Nose not cotally black

7. Sandy or brown hair on ary pare of the body
8. Splic scrorum

9. Fleece characteristics per paragraph IV ([)

VL. DISQUALIFYING CHARACTERISTICS
1. H
2 M:K:‘mrdmuh(omumdaimim
3. Les chan owo testicles in rams
4. Les chan owo teats in ewes
5. Totally pink nose

Implementing New Breed Standards

The new Chevice Standards of Excellence were adopeed at the
2004 annual meeting of the American Chevioe Sheep Socieny: The
new Breed Sundands are che result of more than owo years of work
by a committee formed in 2002 Through the peoces of updating
the Cheviot Breed Standards, members presented many thoughes
ind peoposals. These thoughts weee debated until che final deaft
was approved by a vote of the members in November 2004,

While probably pot perfect, these Sundards represent a
significant step forward in the preservation of both the des rable
carcass and the beautiful and distinctive Cheviot appearance. Now
the important task of appving these Scandards is up to all Cheviot
beeeders. Taking time to explain and demonsteate the peeferred
Chevice characteristics to young 4-Hers and others who desire
w0 be Cheviot breeders is critical

Another important task in assuring thar chese Standards
are followed & to choose judges for national Chevior competi-
tons who will 2pply them in the show ring. To hdp the Board
of Directors evaluate how an indmidual judge applies the Broed
Standards of Excellence, we ask that you fill out the critique form
found oo the back page of the Cheviot Journal, If you need exira
copies of the critique form, please contace the ACSS office. [tis
very important for each member to do this so we can establish
1 judee’s review 1o asist in the selection of judges for natonal
shows who Bllow the Breed Standards,

The American Cheviot Sheep Socieey has taken a large step
formard in guarding and maincaining the quality of our Cheviot
breed. It & now up to each one of us to complete this cask, Flease
Bil] cut 2 judge cnitique form for each show you atend and follow
the instructions for submitting the form. If you would like exua
copies of the Cheviot Braad Standards of Excellence to share with
judges in your area, please contact the ACSS office.



